
Our Approach - Assessment  

Why we assess:  

We assess children’s learning so that we know what to teach them next. Learning, however, is not 

linear and takes time to embed into long-term memory. Forgetting is part of the learning process so 

teaching sequences will therefore need to be reviewed, repeated, revised and reassessed for us to 

know that the knowledge and understanding has truly been learned. This is an ongoing process and 

this regular evaluation of what has been taught, what needs to be taught and what needs to be 

retaught and revised is at the heart of assessment.  

 

What we assess:  

We collect data that is accurate, proportionate and useful.  

 

Formative assessment  

 Learning is assessed against Key Learning Indicators (KLIs). These are NOT generic 

descriptors but specific, bespoke end of year expectations for each year group for each 

subject. The assessment is binary. Children have either achieved the KLI or they have not. 

Teaching is planned with reference to KLIs.  

 Short-term teaching sequences are assessed using short, focussed retrieval opportunities 

that help embed knowledge and enable teachers to assess understanding. These retrieval 

opportunities are repeated at intervals to ensure learning is embedded.  

Summative Assessment  

Learning cannot be measured. Performance can be measured.  

 All children are assessed using diagnostic screening tests as to where they are within reading 

progression leading to fluency, and receive specific teaching to ensure they achieve fluency.  

 In mathematics we use ‘Headstart’ tests that are designed to assess the performance of 

children specific to the domain that has been taught.  

 Teachers assess children’s progress termly. They assess progress against children’s previous 

statutory assessment point (eg. ELG or KS1) and current attainment. 

Assessment week 

The following assessments will take place each term: 

 Reading - diagnostic screenings designed to assess where they are within reading 

progression leading to fluency 

 Writing - KLIs test for the domain that has been taught 

 Maths – ‘Headstart’ test for the domain / units taught  

Inferences made from all assessments, both formative and summative, will feed into pupil progress 

meetings between teachers and SLT and inform the resulting actions to support pupils. 

 

  



STEP Up meetings (Pupil Progress meetings) 

Within this meeting we prioritise conversations with colleagues about pupils’ learning, as these are 

the interactions that are most likely to have a positive impact on learning.  

We use the data collected for these meetings to identify those children who: 

 Are not on track to meet the expected point at the next Key stage (for example if the child 

was EXS at KS1 are they still on track to be EXS)  

 Have barriers to accessing the curriculum 

 Have barriers to accessing the academy 

Meetings are designed to support teachers. We expect all teachers to be able to provide an 

environment where reasonable adjustments provide an ordinarily available provision to all children. 

Actions from the meeting may be designed to overcome individual pupil barriers to accessing the 

curriculum or accessing the academy. 

Attainment of all children is noted as part of the meeting. Identified children are discussed in more 

detail to allow teachers to demonstrate how they reach a judgement and have supported children 

experiencing success in the subject. 

 

SEND 

SEND are not a homogenous group and to treat pupils as such would be a mistake. All children who 

are on the SEND register may also be assessed against the individual targets that have been agreed 

to support that child overcoming the barriers to accessing the curriculum. Ultimately it is about 

narrative, not numbers. 


