
 

 

English at Angel Oak Academy 
 

All pupils in a cohort are exposed to the same high-quality text in whole class reading lessons. Lessons provide pupils with the opportunity to read aloud every 

day to develop their decoding skills, fluency, and prosody. Reading is paused at planned points to check for understanding and ensure comprehension. 

Our writing curriculum ensures that pupils can articulate and use different sentence structures, grammar and punctuation in their writing. The skills are taught 

at word level and build up until they are being used confidently within a final written outcome. Pupils are taught to proofread their work and redraft in order 

to correct and improve their writing. 

Speaking and listening is incorporated into all areas of school life. Tracking the speaker, listening, and asking and answering questions is embedded into every 

classroom. Pupils are supported with their oracy whenever they communicate to ensure that they learn to express themselves fluently and grammatically. 

 

English Key Learning Indicators 

Phonics and Transcription  
 Phonological Awareness Code Spelling 

EYFS  Listen to and remember 
sounds. 

Blend sounds orally. 

Segment sounds orally. 

Recognise, read, manipulate and 
retrieve initial code sounds. 

Read 50 of the first high frequency 
words. 

 

 

Spell words by identifying the sounds in them. 

Represent sounds using the initial code. 



 

 

Year 1  Recognise, read, manipulate and 
retrieve the first half of the 
extended code sounds. 

Read the first 100 high frequency 
words. 

Decode polysyllabic words up to 2 
syllables using taught code. 

 

 

 

Spell words using each of the 40+ phonemes already taught, common 
exception words and days of the week. 

Use alphabet letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the 
same sound. 

Add prefixes and suffixes: 

 using the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural marker for nouns, 
and the third person singular marker for verbs 

 using –ing, –ed, where no change is needed in the spelling of root word 

Year 2  Recognise, read, manipulate and 
retrieve the second half of the 
extended code sounds. 

Read the next 200 high frequency 
words. 

Begin to decode polysyllabic words 
up to 3 syllables using taught code. 

Spell words by identifying the sounds in them, using the initial and extended 
code.  

Learn to spell some common homophones, and distinguish between 
homophones and near-homophones. 

Learn to spell common exception words. 

Learning to spell more words with contracted forms 

Add prefixes and suffixes: 

 prefix un- 

 suffixes to spell longer words, including –ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –ly, –er 
and –est. 

Year 3 
+ 4 

 Read words from the extended 
code with a polysyllabic focus. 

 

 

Spell words from the Year 3 and 4 National Curriculum word list.  

Analyse words and make links with other words with the same GPC.  

Use prefixes and suffixes. 



 

 

Year 5 
+ 6 

 Read words from the Year 5 and 6 
National Curriculum word list. 

 

 

Spell words from the Year 5 and 6 National Curriculum word list.  

Analyse words and make links with other words with the same GPC.  

Use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Reading 

 Decoding Fluency (automaticity and expression) Prosody (rhythm, intonation and 
stress) 

Comprehension 

EYFS Read individual 
letters by saying the 
sounds for them. 

Read some letter 
groups that each 
represent one 
sound and say 
sounds for them. 

Blend sounds to 
read short words 
made up of known 
GPCs. 

Apply phonic 
knowledge and skills 
to read simple 
phrases and 
sentences made up 
of words with 
known GPCs. 

 

 

 

Begin to read words of one syllable 
containing taught GPCs with 
automaticity. 

Read some common exception words 
with automaticity. 

 

 Answer simple retrieval questions 
about the text. 

 



 

 

Year 1 Apply phonic 
knowledge and skills 
as the route to 
decode words. 

Recall the correct 
GPC when reading 
with speed. 

Read accurately by 
blending sounds in 
unfamiliar words 
containing GPCs 
that have been 
taught. 

 

Read some words of one syllable 
containing taught GPCs with 
automaticity. 

Begin to read words with more than 
one syllable that contain taught GPCs 
with automaticity. 

Read words with contractions with 
automaticity e.g. I’m, I’ll, we’ll. 

Read common exception words with 
automaticity. 

 Answer retrieval questions about the 
text.  

Begin to make simple inferences on 
the basis of what is being said and 
done. 

Discuss the sequence of events in the 
text. 

Predict what might happen on the 
basis of what has been read so far. 

Year 2 Apply phonic 
knowledge and skills 
as the route to 
decode words until 
decoding has 
become embedded 
and reading is 
automatic. 

Read accurately words of two or more 
syllables that contain the taught GPCs. 

Read frequently encountered words 
quickly and accurately, without overt 
sounding and blending. 

Begin to recognise when a word has 
been read incorrectly and self-correct. 

Use stop marks to pause appropriately 
at sentence boundaries. 

47 words per minute. 

91% accuracy. 

Intonation reflects the punctuation of 
the text e.g. raise of pitch for 
questions, and lower of pitch at the 
end of declarative sentences. 

 

Answer retrieval questions on both 
fiction and nonfiction texts. 

Make inferences on the basis of what 
is being said and done. 

Sequence the events in narrative and 
say how items of information are 
related. 

Discuss and clarify vocabulary, linking 
new meanings to known words. 

Re-read a sentence to clarify meaning.  



 

 

Year 3 Draw on phonic 
knowledge and skills 
to decode 
unfamiliar words. 

Recognise when a word has been read 
incorrectly and self-correct. 

1. Use punctuation to pause 
appropriately at phrase boundaries. 

2. Begin to use an appropriate vocal tone 
to represent characters' emotional 
states in narrative text with dialogue. 

3. 96 words per minute. 

98% accuracy. 

Begin to self-correct when a sentence 
has been read in an inappropriate 
rhythm for the sentence structure.  

 

 

Identify the main idea drawn from a 
paragraph and summarise. 

Apply their growing knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and suffixes to 
understand the meaning of new 
words they meet. 

Discuss and ask questions to clarify 
the meaning of a passage. 

Draw inferences such as characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and motives from 
their actions and justifying inferences 
with evidence. 

Justify predictions using evidence 
from the text. 

Year 4 Draw on 
polysyllabic 
strategies to read 
unfamiliar words.  

In narrative, expression is used to 
reflect the characters’ emotional state 
or intentions. 

Use punctuation marks such as dashes 
and ellipses to pause appropriately. 

110 words per minute. 

99% accuracy. 

Pupils self-correct when a sentence 
has been read in an inappropriate 
rhythm for the sentence structure. 

Begin to place stress on appropriate 
words. 

Identify main ideas drawn from more 
than one paragraph and summarise 
these. 

Identify how authorial choices in 
language contributes to meaning. 

Distinguish between statements of 
fact and opinion. 

Predict what might happen from 
details stated and implied and justify 
these using evidence from the text. 

Begin to identify synonyms in a text. 



 

 

Year 5  Expression matches interpretation of 
the text. 

114 words per minute. 

99% accuracy. 

Text is read with and appropriate 
rhythm. 

Rise and fall of tone at appropriate 
points in the text. 

Stress placed on appropriate words. 

 

Identify and discuss themes in and 
across a wide range of writing. 

Identify how authorial choices in 
language, structure and presentation 
contribute to meaning and impact the 
reader. 

Summarise the main ideas drawn from 
multiple paragraphs or chapters, 
identifying key details that support the 
main ideas. 

Draw comparisons within and across 
books. 

Participate in discussions about books, 
building on their own and others’ 
ideas and challenging views 
courteously. 

Identify synonyms and antonyms in a 
text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 6  127 words per minute. 

99% accuracy. 

 Draw out key information to 
summarise the main ideas in an entire 
text. 

Consider different accounts of the 
same event and discuss viewpoints 
(both of authors and of fictional 
characters).  

Discuss how characters change and 
develop through texts by drawing 
inferences based on indirect clues. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Writing 

 Sentence Structure and Grammar Sentence 
Functions 

Punctuation Text Structure Literary Devices 

EYFS Write simple sentences with words with 
known sound-letter correspondences. 

Re-read what they have written to check 
that it makes sense. 

 Use a capital letter and 
full stop when writing 
sentences. 

  

Year 1 Identify and write a past tense action verb 
and maintain and consistent past tense 
when writing. 

Identify and write state of being verbs. 

Identify and write a simple subject and a 
compound subject. 

Identify and write a direct object and a 
compound object. 

Identify and write nouns. 

Identify and write personal pronouns as 
subjects and objects. 

Identify and write lists of two adjectives 
after a state of being verb. 

 

 

Distinguish 
between 
statements and 
questions. 

Identify and write 
questions. 

Identify and write a 
capital letter to begin a 
sentence. 

Identify and write a full 
stop to end a sentence. 

Write the appropriate 
stop mark for questions 
and statements. 

 

  



 

 

Year 2 Distinguish between common and proper 
nouns and use these within a simple 
sentence. 

Identify and write lists of nouns joined with 
conjunctions. 

Identify and write a present tense action 
verb and maintain a consistent present 
tense when writing. 

Distinguish between singular and plural 
nouns use these within a simple sentence. 

Maintain the correct subject/verb 
agreement when writing with singular and 
plural subjects. 

Identify and write adjectives before nouns 
acting as the subject or the object. 

Identify and write prepositions and 
prepositional phrases of time, place and 
movement within simple sentences. 

Distinguish between a main clause and a 
phrase. 

Identify and write adverbs of manner and 
time within a sentence. 

Identify and write adverbs of manner that 
begin a sentence. 

 

Distinguish 
between 
statements and 
commands. 

Identify and write 
commands. 

Identify and write 
commas to list nouns. 

Identify and write 
commas to list 
adjectives. 

Identify and write 
apostrophes for 
contraction. 

 

  



 

 

Year 3 Identify and write adverbs that modify 
adjectives. 

Identify and write adverbs and adverbial 
phrases of manner, time and place that 
begin or are within simple sentences. 

Identify and write compound sentences 
with the co-ordinating conjunction ‘and’, 
‘but’, ‘yet’, ‘or’ and ‘so’. 

Distinguish between simple and compound 
sentences. 

Identify and write a combination of simple 
and compound sentences. 

Identify and write personal pronouns to 
replace nouns repeated as subjects or 
objects in the second main clause of a 
compound sentence. 

Identify and write prepositional phrases 
within or beginning compound sentences. 

Identify and write adverbial phrases within 
or beginning compound sentences. 

 

 

 

 

Distinguish 
between 
statements and 
exclamations. 

Identify and write 
exclamations. 

 

 

Identify and write 
apostrophes for 
singular and plural 
possession. 

Convert spoken word 
into direct speech 
(statements, questions 
and exclamations) 
followed by a reporting 
clause. 

 

  



 

 

Year 4 Distinguish between a main clause and a 
subordinate clause. 

Identify and write the subordinating 
conjunctions ‘because’, ‘when’, ‘although’, 
‘since’, ‘after’, ‘before’, ‘even though’, ‘as’, 
‘while’ and ‘if’. 

Identify and write complex sentences that 
either open with a main clause or a 
subordinate clause. 

Identify and write new paragraphs for new 
speakers in direct speech. 

Identify and write sentences that open with 
present or past participles and present or 
past participle phrases. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Identify and write 
compound sentences 
with semi-colons. 

Convert spoken word 
into direct speech 
(statements, questions 
and exclamations) 
starting with a 
reporting clause. 

Identify and write 
expositional 
paragraphs that 
include a topic 
sentence, supporting 
details and a 
concluding sentence. 

 

Identify and write 
appropriate verbs in 
reporting clauses for 
characterisation. 

 



 

 

Year 5 Identify and write adverbs followed by 
present and past particles openers. 

To identify and write expanded noun 
phrases that include a prepositional phrase. 

Identify and write relative clauses 
(embedded and at the end of the main 
clause) as parenthesis. 

Identify and write appositives (embedded 
and at the end of the main clause) as 
parenthesis. 

Write relative clauses and appositives within 
compound and complex sentences. 

To identify and write conjunctive adverbs to 
open sentences. 

To identify and write conjunctive adverbs 
after semi-colons to combine and then link 
two main clauses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 To substitute commas 
for brackets and dashes 
when demarcating 
relative clauses as 
parenthesis. 

Convert spoken word 
into direct speech 
(statement, question 
and exclamation) 
where the reporting 
clause is embedded. 

Identify and write 
ellipsis as a stop mark, 
a pause and an 
incomplete thought. 

 

To identify and 
organise ideas into 
paragraphs to indicate 
a change in person, 
place or a jump in 
time. 

Identify and write an 
introductory and 
concluding paragraph 
in expositional writing. 

To open, embed or 
end a paragraph with 
direct speech. 

 

To expand on direct 
speech with narrative 
to advance the plot. 

Identify and write 
similes. 

Identify and write 
metaphor. 

Identify and write 
personification. 



 

 

Year 6 Identify and write multi-clause compound 
sentences joined with two different co-
ordinating conjunctions. 

Identify and write multi-clause complex 
sentences joined with two different 
subordinating conjunctions. 

Identify and write multi-clause complex 
sentences joined with one subordinating 
conjunction and one co-ordinating 
conjunction. 

Identify and write a combination of 
sentence types to avoid repetition 

Distinguish between active and passive 
voice. 

Identify and write conjunctive adverbs to 
link paragraphs. 

 

 Identify and use colons 
to introduce lists or to 
explain. 

 

Identify and write 
cohesive paragraphs 
where the topic 
sentence links to the 
proceeding concluding 
sentence. 

Identify and write 
simple sentences to 
enhance the mood 
and/or add emphasis. 

Identify and use dashes 
and ellipses in direct 
speech for 
characterisation. 

Identify and write non-
standard English in 
direct speech for 
characterisation. 

Identify and write 
single sentence 
paragraphs to enhance 
the mood, add 
emphasis and/or alter 
the pace of the 
narrative. 

Identify and write 
anaphora. 

Identify and write 
epistrophe. 

Identify and write 
exaggeration. 

 

 



 

 

Handwriting  

 Gross and Fine Motor Print and Joined Digit 

EYFS Use the tripod grip 
with good control. 

Lower-case and capital letters are formed in the correct starting point and direction.  

Begin to use spacing between words. 

Digits are formed in the 
correct starting point and 
direction. 

Year 1 Sit correctly at a table. 

 

Form lower-case letters and capital letters in the correct direction, starting and 
finishing in the correct place. 

Use spacing between words. 

 

Form digits 0-9 in the correct 
direction. 

Year 2  Form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another. 

Form capital letters of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another, 
and to lower-case letters. 

Use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 

Begin using some of the diagonal and horizontal joins between letters.  

 

Form digits of the correct 
size and orientation in 
relation to other digits and 
lowercase letters. 

Year 3 & 
4 

 Use the diagonal and horizontal joins that are needed to join letters and understand 
which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined. 

Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting, (for example, by 
ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant, and that lines of 
writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders do not touch). 

Joined handwriting is used throughout independent writing. 

 

 



 

 

Year 5 & 
6 

 Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by deciding whether or not to join 
specific letters. 

Know what standard of handwriting is appropriate for a particular task, for example, 
note taking, final handwritten versions, labelling diagrams or writing email addresses 
when filling out a form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Speaking and Listening 

 Listening Speaking Oracy Audience 

EYFS Listen attentively.  

Ask questions to find out more 
and to check understanding. 

Listen to and talk about stories 
to build familiarity and 
understanding. 

Listen carefully to rhymes and 
songs, paying attention to how 
they sound. 

Listen to and talk about selected 
non-fiction to develop a 
familiarity with new knowledge 
and vocabulary. 

Participate in one-to-one, small 
group and class discussions, 
offering their own ideas and 
using recently introduced 
vocabulary. 

Develop social phrases such as 
greetings. 

Describe events in some detail. 

Use talk to help work out 
problems and organise thinking 
and activities, and to explain 
how things work and why they 
might happen. 

Express their ideas and 
thoughts using complete 
sentences. 

Connect one idea or action to 
another using a range of 
conjunctions. 

Use past and present tense 
accurately. 

Retell a story to an audience, some 
as exact repetition and some in 
their own words. 

Look at the person being spoken 
to. 

 

 

Year 1 
& 2 

Listen carefully to the 
contributions of others, isolating 
the important points and 
responding to them through 
comments and questions. 

Use body language to show that 
they are listening. 

Remain focused on a discussion 
when not directly involved and 
be able to recall the main points 
when questioned. 

Recognise when it is their turn 
to speak in a discussion. 

Contribute in whole class 
discussions. 

Offer detailed answers to 
questions. 

Organise and structure ideas 
in talk.  

Use subject specific 
vocabulary to explain and 
describe. 

Use of Standard English. 

Use future tense accurately. 

 

Read work out loud to the class. 

Project their voice so they can be 
heard. 

Perform to a larger audience. 

Use eye contact when speaking to 
someone. 



 

 

Year 3 
& 4 

Listen carefully and respond 
with increasing appropriateness 
to what other say. 

Ask for specific additional 
information to clarify. 

Contribute in discussions and 
debates, using subject specific 
vocabulary to explain and 
justify. 

Value the contribution of others 
and begin to challenge opinions 
with respect. 

Communicate ideas and 
thoughts concisely. 

Use intonation to emphasise 
a point 

Control the pace of delivery. 

Speak fluently without the 
use of fillers such as ‘er’ or 
‘like’ in an appropriate 
setting. 

Construct language 
effectively for a range of 
purposes, e.g. to persuade 
someone. 

 Adapt how they speak in different 
situations according to the 
audience, varying the use of 
vocabulary and the level of detail.   

Vary language between a formal 
and informal register according to 
the situation. 

Demonstrate confidence through 
posture when performing or 
presenting to an audience. 

Use movement and body language 
to engage the audience. 

Year 5 
& 6 

Demonstrate active listening by 
justifying their own ideas or 
expanding on the ideas of 
others.  

Seek information and 
clarification through 
questioning. 

Summarise others’ 
contributions. 

 

 Respond appropriately to what 
others say, challenge each 
other’s opinions, and develop 
and sustain reasoned 
arguments. 

Consider and evaluate different 
viewpoints, adding own 
interpretations and building on 
the contributions of others. 

Offer an alternative explanation 
when there is a lack of 
understanding. 

Vary volume and tone of 
delivery.  

Vary the pace of delivery and 
include pause points. 

Pronunciate clearly. 

Purposefully select 
vocabulary and register. 

Use gestures and facial expressions 
to help convey a point. 

Take into account the level of 
understanding of the audience and 
adapt vocabulary and level of detail 
as appropriate. 

Begin to monitor the interest of an 
audience and take action 
accordingly e.g. if everyone looks 
disengaged, moving on; or if 
people look confused, stopping to 
take questions. 

 


